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Flowering  window  boxes  do  give  a  house  decorative  color  and  gaiety  of 
"expression".    Of  course  window  boxes  are  not  appropriate  on  all  houses,  but  where 
you  can  use  them,  they  soften  the  structural  lines  and  brighten  up  the  outside.  For 
example,  a  white  clapboard  house  looks  very  attractive  with  window  boxes  filled  with 
rod  geraniums;  and  a  brown-stained  rustic  type  of  house  is  relieved  by  reds,  yellows, 
purples,  and  hanging  green  foliage  in  sill  boxes  or  porch  boxes. 

Some  of  the  window  box  arrangements  are  decorative  indoors  as  well  as  outdoors 
if  you  can  see  their  bright  blooms  from  inside  the  room.    And  sometimes  low  flowcr- 
boxos  are  used  to  border  an  open  porch  instead  of  a  railing.     They  serve  two 
purposes-  to  nark  the  limits  of  tho  porch  and  to  supplement  the  foundation  plantings. 
At  the  back  or  side  of  the  house,  porch  boxes  may  screen  unattractive  equipment,  or 
unobtrusively  route  visitors  away  from  the  kitchen  door  to  a  more  desirable  entrance, 

We  can  have  a  different  assortment  of  flowers  and  colors  in  our  window  boxes 
every  year,  because  most  of  the  low-growing  plants  that  do  best  in  these  miniature 
gardens  are  annuals.    Although  evergreens  arc  used  once  in  a  while,  for  winter 
effect 8,  or  green  backgrounds,  in  a  window  box,  you  can't  regard  them  as  permanent 
plantings.    Even  dwarf  evergreens  grow  after  a  while,  and  ordinary  small  evergreens 

get  too  large  for  their  settings.  And  in  severely  cold  climates  even  evergreens 
aay  bo  injured  by  freezing. 

So  each  spring  we  need  to  make  over  all  the  window  boxes  completely,  so  the 
Plant!  that  fit  our  decorative  plans  for  the  season  will  have  good  drainage  and  good 
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soil.    You  may  want  "boxes  only  under  the  ground  floor  windows,  or  only  under  the 
front  bedroom  v/indows.    But  don't  overdo  them  by  having  too  many.    And  don't  fail  to 
provide  some  way  to  catch  any  drip  from  the  "boxes  after  watering  or  a  rainy  spell, 
or  the  drip  water  may  stain  the  house. 

Most  people  make  window  boxes  about  10  or  12  inches  deep  and  8  inches  wide, 
and  about  the  same  length  as  the  windows  arc  wide.     Of  course  you  want  the  boxes 
largo  enough  to  hold  the  right  amount  of  soil  for  the  plants  you  intend  to  use,  plus 
Irainogc  material  below  the  soil.     You  want  the  soil  to  stay  moist  between  daily 
v^.torir.^s,  but  not  too  moist;  just  moist  enough  so  that  if  you  arc  away  for  a 
week-end,  the  plants  will  not  suffer. 

Make  drainage  holes  in  the  bottom  of  each  box,  and  then  put  a  layer  of 
pebbles,  ash-free  cinders  or  pieces  of  broken  flower-pots  at  least  an  inch  deep,  on 

3  bottom,  so  that  any  surplxis  water  will  easily  find  its  way  to  the  drainage  holes. 
..ext  to  the  drainage  layer  put  a  layer  of  sphagnum  moss,  inverted  sods,  grass  clipp- 
ings, or  some  other  coarse,  porous,  springy  material.     Then  fill  up  the  box  with  soil 
t:  about  an  inch  from  its  top  after  the  plants  are  set.     If  you  fill  in  soil  too 
r.car  the  top  the  water  will  run  over  the  sides  instea.d  of  soaking  down  slowly. 

The  best  soil  for  a  window  box  is  a  rich,  friable  garden  topsoil.     This  needs 
a  little  good  compost  mixed  with  it.     Or  you  could  use  soil  prepared  as  for  grecn- 
•r.-.use  cro-s-  three  parts  of  loam  to  one  part  of  well-rotted  manure.     If  the  garden 
soil  is  heavy  it  may  need  sand  or  it  will  pack  and  bake.     But  if  it  is  too  light  and 
porous  the  water  will  drain  away  too  freely. 

!vhon  it  comes  to  planting  the  window  box  your  choice  is  governed  by  what  does 
well  in  your  locality  among  the  low-growing  flowers.     You  also  want  flowers  that 
loom  profusely  in  the  colors  you  have  in  mind.     You  will  want  some  foliage  plants 
••s  well  as  those  with  flowers,  and  you  may  want  some  that  hang  down  over  the  edge  of 
11  any  of  your  boxes  are  on  the  north  side  of  the  house,  choose  plants 
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that  do  well  when  considerably  shaded,  like  begonias,  coletts,  and  ferns.    Use  plants 
that  are  not  readily  subject  to  insect  attack. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  1171-F,  on  growing;  annual  flowering  plants,  gives  a  list  of 
plants  according  to  the  heights  reached  by  each  one,  the  plants  to  use  for  particular 
color  masses,  which  ones  stand  shade  and  which  require  plenty  of  sunshine.  The 
bulletin  also  tolls  which  to  start  in  coldframes  and  which  to  sow  in  the  open  ground, 
and  which  can  be  planted  in  the  late  summer  for  fall  blooming. 

Of  those  not  more  than  12  inches  high  that  can  be  grown  easily  from  seed, 
you  may  like  to  try  agcratum,  with  white,  blue,  or  purple  flowers.     Or  Chinoso  pinks 
of  many  brilliant  colored  varieties.     Or  sweet  alyssum  for  a  thick,  white,  sweet- 
scented  border  for  the  boxes.    Or  candytuft,  lobelia,  verbenas,  or  mignonette. 
Petunias  will  grow  about  12  inches  high  without  support,  and  the  longer  branches 
will  droop  over  the  edge  of  the  box.     They  grow  best  in  a  warm,  sunny  situation, 
in  a  rich  mass  of  colors. 

The  yellow,  orange,  or  red  blooms  of  the  dwarf  nasturtium  make  a  better 
color  display  than  almost  any  other  window-box  plant,  and  will  do  well  on  somewhat 
thin  soil  and  in  hot  weather.     They  are  not  infested  by  insects.     Do  not  add  manure 
to  the  soil  for  nasturtiums. 

Start  pansy  plants  in  a  coldframe  and  transplant  ivhen  in  bloom  into  boxes 
that  are  somewhat  shaded  from  the  unbroken  rays  of  the  sun. 

You  can  use  geraniums  in  a  sunny  place,  and  several  other  tender  perennials 
often  regarded  as  greenhouse  plants.     Or  some  of  the  vines  like  ivy  or  wandering 
Jew,  Vinca  major,  climbing  nasturtiums,  and  any  others  suited  to  your  region.  And 
as  wc  said  before,  you  have  so  many  plants  to  choose  from  yo\i  can  get  some  different 
effects  at  different  seasons  and  in  different  years. 
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